
Mary Blackford

Hi! I’m Mary Blackford.

I grew up in Forest Lake and married my high school
sweetheart, Matthew. We raised our family in Hastings and are
recent empty nesters. Matt works at 3M and plays bass guitar
each Sunday (for the past twenty-three years) at a church in
Hastings. We have two children - Caroline (25) and Nicholas
(23). Both kids live in the Twin Cities. My husband and I
recently moved to Lake Elmo to be closer to our families. I
enjoy family time, gardening, reading, photographing
mushrooms, and walking our dog Scout (6-year-old rescue).

I have a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of
Minnesota. I am a Registered Nurse with a Public Health Nurse
certificate. I have 28 years of nursing experience. During my
nursing career, I was a staff nurse in a nursing home, Nursing
Assistant and Medication Aide Instructor with Century College, Infection Prevention/Safety
Nurse, Director of Nursing for two assisted living sites, School Nurse, and a Preschool Screening
Nurse. For the past five years, I have been a Care Coordinator with HealthPartners assisting
low-income seniors.

I recently reassessed how I would like to spend my remaining nursing career. I am looking for
more one to one connection with people; to be present and focused on helping others. I feel
very blessed to have been hired at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Stillwater as their Faith
Community Nurse. I can’t wait for this new adventure!
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Melissa Cook

Hello, my name is Melissa Cook. I live in Christiansburg VA with my husband, 21 year old son
and Pomeranian, Prince.  I graduated in 1993 with my BSN from Radford University in Radford
VA.  My nursing experience includes:  care coordination, GI nursing, pre surgical testing,
outpatient surgery, labor and delivery, home health and med-surg progressive care. I am a part
of the hospitality team and the pastoral team at The Bridge Christiansburg, a four square
church. I love to play board games/cards with family and friends.
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Jennifer Cummings

I’ve been a registered nurse for 30 years (!!!) After
spending my early nursing days working in inpatient
cardiology and then general surgery/step-down, I
spent a year in Democratic Republic of Congo with a
mission organization doing community nursing
work. After returning home, I decided to pursue my
MSN and graduated as an Adult Nurse Practitioner
in 1999. Since that time I’ve worked in a variety of
outpatient settings and recently landed in a faculty
role, teaching NP students at a large Philadelphia
university. I love teaching (both patients and
students!) I am currently a student again myself,
hoping to complete my DNP in spring of 2022. My
practicum hours and DNP project have focused on
the role of nurses in faith communities, and as a
result I’m pursuing this course and beginning a health outreach in my own congregation, a small
independent reformed church in Philadelphia. I look forward to learning with everyone!
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Jacqueline Day

● BSN 1999.
● 21 years of acute care; trauma, progressive critical

care. For the first 14 of those years I worked on the
weekend which allowed me the opportunity to do
some agency work. Which was more progressive care.
I also worked home care thru Bayada and my most
favorite hobby job was home infusion.

● I am Christian!
● Married with two children - well men😊!
● Fun Fact: I like carpentry and painting! Working with

my hands.
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Kristy Engel

My name is Kristy Engel, and I am a pediatric nurse
practitioner and the Global Consultant for Health with
International Ministries. I have been a full-time
missionary with International Ministries since 2000,
when I moved to the Dominican Republic. I ran mobile
medical clinics in the southeast part of the country,
mostly working with Haitian immigrant sugarcane
workers. Since 2012, I have been working with my
organizations partners around the world to develop
sustainable and asset-based health programs and to
support efforts during natural disasters and health
crisis. Prior to moving to the Dominican Republic, I
lived in Haiti for three years. I am “mom” to a
2-year-old rescue dog, and we enjoy hiking together,
almost daily. I have recently started traveling internationally for work again, the first time since
January 2020. My hope is to add another tool to my toolkit with the FCN training so that I can
continue to support partners around the world and my home church.

5



Jocelyn Gorham

Hi! I have a Bachelor’s degree in Dance and Theater Arts from the
University of Minnesota, and an Associate’s Degree in Nursing from
Chippewa Valley Technical College (River Falls campus) That is my formal
education in a nutshell :)

Workwise, I began dancing seriously in 10th grade, taking all the classes I
could at the Nancy Hauser School of Modern Dance in Minneapolis, MN.
After obtaining my dance degree and apprenticing with them, I became a
member of the Nancy Hauser Dance Company and danced with them for
five years. Over time I got very involved in South Indian and Middle
Eastern Dance. The South Indian Classical Dance appealed to me because it was grounded in Hindu
spirituality and fed my spirit in many deep ways. It is basically a devotional form of dance that honors
both our human connection to nature, and the integration of mind, body and spirit. I taught,
choreographed and performed dance for close to thirty years, including employment at the University of
Wisconsin in River Falls and at The Phipps Center for the Arts in Hudson, WI.

At 49 I went back to school to become a registered nurse, shortly after my husband was diagnosed with
aggressive brain cancer at 51 years old. Our only child, Rowan (a boy) was 8 years old. Rich died two
years later, and I finished school and began working in Long Term Care at three (sequentially, not all at
once!) of the small town nursing homes in my neck of the woods. I enjoy working with the elderly very
much, they are often so real, so loving, and not really trying to prove too much to anybody anymore—I
love that! Or, if they are grouchy, we end up loving them anyway! I have worked as an RN in LTC for
about 9 years now.

As a child, my father took us to the Unitarian Church in Mpls. He was a professor, and there were many
professors there, smoking lots of pipes! (Well, my Dad was never a smoker himself…) We only attended
for a few years. Later, I got involved with my best friend’s church, a United Methodist church, through
joining the choir and attending confirmation retreats. I loved the support and feeling of community
there. I liked being around different generations, and singing, and feeling the uplifting of spirit that
Christian principles of faith and love can give. But I did not seek out a church when I went off to college.
Probably the most formal spirituality I have participated in since that time was really through my deep
involvement with Hinduism through the dance form mentioned above. I travelled to India twice, visiting
temples and learning to sing in Sanskrit and other Indian languages, taught dance in a Hindu Mandir
(temple) in Mpls, and etc…!!! But, now, that phase is about ten years behind me. I am excited to go back
to my exploration of Christian fellowship and faith, and explore this new world of Faith Community
Nursing in the company of others like you all. I have just begun employment as the FCN at St. Andrew’s
Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, a very large church with many facets to its mission.

I recently moved with my son from our rural home in Beldenville, WI to my fiancé Shane’s house in the
Stillwater area, where we live with two cuddly kitties, Stella and Shortbread. Shane has a 26 year old
daughter who is engaged to be married and LOVES horses J My son Rowan is 20 and in his sophomore
year at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN.

Fun Fact: Every morning I drink my tea from one of the china teacups in my collection—I’m Canadian!
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Madylin Hinton Avent

Civilian & Military Education:  BSN in 1974; Health
Administration Courses; and, Masters in Nursing in 1996.  Head
Nurse and Advanced Nursing and Military Leadership Courses
1978 - 1994.

Registered Nurse License & Certifications after Retiring from
the Military: (1) Registered Nurse (RN) License 1974 - current.
(2) Board Certification (BC) Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) in
1996; however, after returning to North Carolina (NC)  in 2004
in order to better assist my parents, I did not seek a FNP
position. So, I chose to allow my FNP-BC to expire.  (3) Certified
Clinical Documentation Specialist (CCDS)  2014 - current.  (4)
Certified Coding Specialist (CCS) 2018 - current.

Civilian & Military Clinical & Administrative Experiences - 1974
- Current:   Staff nurse in a Premature and Newborn Nursery;
on Pulmonary, General Surgery, Orthopedic, Medical, Neurological, and Long-Term Acute Care
units. Head Nurse and Nursing Supervisor in various settings; Nursing Educator; Research Study
On-Site Leader; and, Clinical Nurse Instructors.  Volunteered with the Red Cross as a FNP in a
Pediatric Clinic, then employed by the Pediatric clinic. Also FNP in an Obstetric, Gynecologic,
and Reproductive Endocrinologist Practice.  Minimal Data Set (MDS) Coordinator Assistant in a
Skilled Nursing Facility about 6 month before returning to NC.  RN Case Manager in a Long-Term
Acute Care Hospital (LTACH) from 2004 - 2011. RN Clinical Documentation Integrity Specialist in
a LTACH from 2011 - 2020.

Faith Affiliation:  Volunteer Nurse in my church's Health and Wellness Ministry from 2019 -
current.  I am a member of a Missionary Baptist Church.  This is my childhood church.  It is
under new leadership and the Health and Wellness Ministry has been revitalized.  Our
congregation and community participants are largely senior citizens.  I praise and thank God for
allowing me to be included in this group of servants.

Social Life:  I enjoy time spent with my husband; my son & his family; my Mother; my six siblings
and their families; and other relatives and friends. I also enjoy reminiscing and speaking about
my Dad who passed in 2017; my mother-in-law who passed in 2004; and, my father-in- law who
passed in 1975.  I participate in community activities and some educational classes through
Zoom or YouTube since the pandemic. I also enjoy YouTube exercises, mostly Leslie Sansone
walking sessions and easy-step Line Dances.
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Shauna Massoglia

My name is Shauna Massoglia. I have been a hospital nurse for
5 years. My specialties are oncology, neurology, and addiction
services.  My floor was a medical one as well, you name it I
have seen it (mostly).

As the pandemic hit and I had my first child, hospital nursing
was just not the right fit anymore. I began to look for other
ways to be involved with nursing just in a different way.  I had a
lady step up at our church as a FCN, and I could see the fruit it
brought to our community. I then approached her to become a
part of the team. So here I am today! Excited to learn more
about being a FCN and all the different facets it offers. Really
feel like this is the next chapter in career and how I can help
people in a different way!
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Donna Behler McArthur

I have over 50 years’ experience within nursing, including 40
years as a Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP), NP educator, and
administrator within ambulatory health care settings in the
United States and Saudi Arabia. I began my career trajectory
within the USAF to include being a flight nurse.

I received my diploma in nursing from Maryland General
Hospital School of Nursing in 1967, an MSN (FNP) degree
from Vanderbilt School of Nursing in 1977, and my Ph.D. in
Nursing from the University of Maryland School of Nursing in
1997.

Currently “retired”, I hold adjunct clinical professor positions
at Vanderbilt University School of Nursing and the University
of Arizona College of Nursing and Department of Neurology.
In recent years, my scholarship, practice, and community activities have focused on the
healthcare of adults living with ALS.

I have been happily married for 27 years to Don, who brought five adult children into my life. I
am a devoted aunt/great aunt. Don and I are active members of Christ the King Episcopal
Church in Tucson. I also volunteer at a homeless women’s center in the area.

Fun fact, I played a hooker in a very amateur production of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
while working in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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Annemarie McGuiness

Hi, I am Annemarie McGuiness.  I received my BSN from
Mount Saint Mary College in Newburgh, NY.  I have been a
nurse for almost 29 years currently I am working in an
Otolaryngology ambulatory clinic at the University of
Vermont Medical center.  I am married with 3 grown
children.  I am Catholic and I belong to St Ann’s Church in
Milton, VT.  My husband and I own Maple grove
campground.
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Judy Ratliff

I have a master’s degree in Holistic Health & a bachelor’s
in nursing.  I worked for 15 years at Children’s Hospital of
MN and 7 years at Regions hospital. I spent 2.5 years as a
Wellness RN at Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS) and
am now working on-call in a PHS assisted living facility.  I
am part of the faculty for the Integrative Nurse Coach
Association and have certification as an Integrative Nurse
Coach and an aromatherapist. Fun fact: Many years ago, I
spent two weeks over in Russia as a clown on a group trip
led by Patch Adams.
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Sue Schaffer

I have been a registered nurse since 1974 and a family
nurse practitioner since 1984. I retired in 2018 after 18
years teaching at University of Florida, but have
maintained my nursing licensure and nurse practitioner
certification. I taught nurse practitioner clinical courses,
served as a department chair and directed the DNP
(clinical doctoral program). I also maintained clinical
practice skills by practicing one day each week at the
college’s nurse managed clinic. Prior to this I taught nurse
practitioners at Old Dominion University (Virginia) and
worked many years on adolescent and child inpatient
psychiatric units. Since retirement I completed a master
gardener program and have enjoyed working with plants
and with other master gardeners.

I am a life-long Lutheran and have been taking home-bound communion to our congregations’
shut-in members for many years. I have found this to be particularly meaningful when visiting
members near the end of life and have helped some families to reach out to hospice services
when appropriate. I have held blood pressure clinics following services and have also done
some wellness related presentations. We have a first-call pastor at our church who worked
during her pastoral internship to establish a parish nursing program in that congregation.  She
encouraged me to look into formal preparation as a Faith Community Nurse and has obtained
the support of the church council for this. I look forward to learning how others have
implemented the nursing role in their congregations as well as legal boundaries, ethics, and
record-keeping.

12



Terry (Ann Therese) Thompson
Forest Lake, MN. 55025

Education
● BSN, College of Mt St Joseph, Cincinnati OH, 1974
● MSN, The Ohio State University—Adult Nurse

Practitioner, 1998
● Fellowship in Palliative Care, NY, 2002

Faith Affiliation
● Roman Catholic
● Member of the Cathedral of St Paul

Brief work experiences (chronological order)
● Oncology RN
● Public health nurse
● MR/DD, care of institutionalized adults with

developmental disabilities, some with behavioral
problems as well

● Hospital infection control (certified)
● Staff development and patient education, hospital- and LTC-based
● Quality improvement:  hospital, home care, and LTC settings
● Medical/health care communications (written, not PR)
● Primary care of veterans in a VA Clinic
● Palliative care NP in hospital and home care settings, including a residential hospice

facility
● Retired

Family
● One adult child, Kathleen, who is single and lives in Savannah
● I’m the 2nd oldest of 9 kids; both my parents have died
● “Mother” of 2 Boston Terriers—Sadie (mom) and Hazel (daughter of Peanut, pictured

above falling asleep).  I’ve had 3 other Bostons, all of whom have since died.

Fun Fact
● I was 54 years old (!!!) before I got my first pet, Chewy, who died shortly after I retired

last August.  I had Sadie and Hazel still, but Chewy was always my favorite and probably
will always remain so.
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