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Teaching

“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you 

come alive and do it. Because the world needs is more 

people who have come alive”. Howard Thurman
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Ethical Issues
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Objectives

Identify ethical issues in faith community nursing practice.Identify

Apply the elements of ethical decision-making.Apply

Examine ethical dilemmas using the nursing process, nursing 
code of ethics, and history.Examine

Incorporate ethical decision-making into faith community 
nursing.Incorporate
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Historical Contribution to Healthcare 

Ethics

 Florence Nightingale

 Nuremberg Code

 Declaration of Helsinki

 Patient’s Bill of Rights

 Institutional Review Boards

 Code of Ethics for Nurses (Lystra Gretter, 1800s)

 ANA Code of Ethics for Nurses with Interpretive Statements 
(2015)

 International Council of Nurses (Canada,1953; 2012)

Key terms to Understand Ethical Issues
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1. Ethics

2. Nursing ethics

3. Ethical dilemma

4. Morals

5. Values
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Ethical Issues in Faith Community 

Nursing Practice 
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Conflict

Protecting values

Justice and equality

Ethical 

Theories
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Utilitarianism

Deontology

Character Ethic

Ethics of Caring

Ethical Principles
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Beneficence Nonmaleficence

Justice Autonomy

Fidelity Veracity

Confidentiality
Sanctity of 
human life
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Ethical Dilemmas and  the Decision-

making Process

Know.  Awareness. Discernment

Know-historical events, positions on social justice, 
church teaching, faith beliefs

Awareness of cultural sensitivities, own growth

Discern your role as FCN
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Ethical Dilemmas and Decision-making Process

The Nursing Process Approach

ASSESS DIAGNOSIS PLAN IMPLEMENT EVALUATE
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Reflective Approach and the Five Rs 

Approach to Ethical Nursing Practice

Read Reflect Recognize

Resolve Respond
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Case Study 

Scenario’s

 The case study scenarios are based on readings and case 

studies from the text-book, Nursing Ethics Across the 

Curriculum and into Practice and the Foundations of 

Faith Community Nursing Ethical Issues module which 

have been revised to approximate with the role of the 

FCN .
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Case Study #1 

Patient refuses 

Blood 

Transfusion

 Joy the FCN is following Mr. Smith a diabetic patient 

with progressive gangrene on his right leg. With no 

spouse or living will, Mr. Jones has decided against 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation. He needs surgery 

and has agreed to the procedure. He refuses a 

blood transfusion even though his faith tradition is 

not a Jehovah witness. His children have donated 

blood but Mr. Smith indicates he is not afraid to die. 

The surgeon will not perform the the surgery which 

is urgent without Mr. Smith agreeing to a blood 

transfusion should it become necessary. He shares 

his refusal for surgery with Joy, his FCN. 

Patient Refuses Blood Transfusion (questions)
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1. Is this an ethical 
dilemma? For 

whom

2. What ethical 
issues and 

principles present 
in this scenario?

3. What questions 
need to be 

answered to reach 
an ethical solution? 

4. What is the FCN 
role in this 
scenario? 
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Case Study #2: Pregnancy Reduction 

Recommended

 A couple In the faith community, Mark and Mary Thomas, are expecting four 
babies. They as well as the congregation are joyous about the pregnancy. The 
doctor recommends that the pregnancy be reduced to two babies, a 
recommendation that is known only to the Mark and Mary, their parents, the FCN, 
and the spiritual leader. 

 The FCN does not personally oppose abortion but, is well aware that the teachings 
of this faith community are against abortion. The spiritual leader meets with the 
Mark and Mary and their parents. The spiritual leader reminds them of the faith 
community’s teachings against abortion and is convinced that reducing the 
pregnancy is viewed as abortion of otherwise viable fetuses.

 The spiritual leaders asks the FCN, Joy, to meet with the couple to help them 
make the “correct decision”. The spiritual leaders tells Joy that this is a very 
difficult ministry; but knows Joy will be helpful. The spiritual leader does not 
want to know the decision; but will pray for Joy and knows she will guide the 
couple to the morally right decision. 
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Discuss and decide the 
role and approach the 
FCN can use. 

What are some key 
ethical issues.
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Questions
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 “I’ve learned that people will never forget what you said, people will forget what you did, 

but people will never forget how you made them feel.” Maya Angelo

Thank you


